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Buddha’'s Teachings To Be
Incorporated in Curricula

Highlighting the importance of Gautam Buddha’s
teachings in the present day world, Union Human Re-
source Development (HRD) Minister Prakash Javadekar
said-his teachings will be incorporated in the curricula.
“Buddha gave to the world the basic philosophy of tlife
that presches significance of kindness and compassion.
We plan to incorporate his philosophies in the syllabi,”
Javadekar said while speaking at an event organised by
the Culture Ministry on Buddha Purnima, the birth anni-
versary of the founder of Buddhism.

“Buddha also taught that greed for money doesn’t
lead anywhere. There are no almirahs in the grave. That
is what the young India, needs to know. That is why his
ideologies are significant,” Javadekar said.

Speaking on the occasion, Union Culture Minister
Mahesh Sharma said Buddha’s teachings are more rel-
evant today.

“Compassion, amity, human values, non-violence, and
an alternative to the caste system are more significant
issues at present,” he said.

Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju said, “India
has been a superpower in the past. It is developing to
be a world superpower again. Following Buddha'’s val-
ues and his path can help our country achieve it.”

“There is so much of unrest and self-destruction
occurring in the world. People are dying because of ego
issues. If everyone is able to understand Buddha's
message, these everyday incidents of terror attacks and
crimes can end.” he said.

Security Measures in and around
Mahabodhi Temple, Buddhagaya

The Bihar government has incresed the secutity of
the Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya. Buddhism’s holi-
est shrine, following the arrest of the main suspect of
the 2008 Ahmedabad serial blasts in the own.

Nine years ago, 16 explosions within a span of 70
minutes had killed 56 people in Ahmedabad on 26 July.

Tausif Khan, a 35-year-old engineer, and two others
were caught after this week a cyber cafe owner reported
him to the police for a social media post. The police is
now trying to find out if Khan, wanted in 35 terror cases,
was planning to target Boodh Gaya temple and had
formed new networks in the town 100 km from Patna.

The Mahabodhi Temple complex is located in Bodh
Gaya, the place where the Buddha is believed to have
attained enlightenment. It was the target of a series of
Blasts in July 2013 that injured one person.

The attack made headlines across India and beyond.
Operatives of the Indian Mujahideen arrested for the
balsts said they were aimed at international Buddhist
tourists to avenge the killings of Rohingya Muslims in
Myanmar.

After the Incident, the then Bihar Government led by
Cheif Minister Nitish Kumar and the Congress-led Cen-
tral government announced that the Central Industrial

Security Force or CISF will be taking over the security of
the temple.

However, the temple remains under the protection of
the state police as the Bihar gvovernment deemed the
central secuiry too expensive.

“We calculated the cost and the demand of other
facilities which included housing and accommodation for
forces and it was found to be exorbitant. But we have
given two companies of Bihar military police which means
130 jawans are their guarding the temple and vicinity,” a
senior Bihar Police officer said, requesting not to be
named.

“We also have the advantage of a company of spe-
cial task force and ATS also stationed there We review
the security preparedness at a regular interval,” he added.

Bihar Police spokesperson SK Singhal siad, “It's up
to the government to decide but | can assure you our
security there ensured even the Kalachakra festival,
where over a million Buddhists participated eariler this
year, took place without a hitch.”

Sources say the Bihar government insists the centre
should pick up the tab for the CISF protection as the
Mahabodhi Temple is an UNESCO World Heritage site.
The centre, however, says law and order being a state
subject, it should be the Bihar government which foots
the bill.

Enbracing in Buddhism

More than 300 Dalits on 30th September 2017, Sat-
urday embraced Buddhism in Ahmedabad and Vadodara
on the occasion of Ashoka Vijaya Dashami-the day the
ruler is said to have pledged non-violence and converted
to the religion—coordinators of the progammes said.

Around 200 Dalits, fifty of them women, converted to
Buddhism at a programme organised by the Gujarat
Buddhist Academy, Ahmedabad said the organisation’s
secretary Ramesh Banker.

“Deeksha (initiation) was given by a Buddhist reli-
gious head from Kushinagar, the place where Lord Bud-
dha gave up his body to attain Parinirvana,” Banker said.

At a function in Vadodara, over 100 dalits converted
to Buddhism. Ven. Pragna Ratna, a monk from
Porbandar, gave them the Deeksha, said Madhusudan
Rohit, coordinator of the event.

“There wasn't any particular organisation behind this
program...over 100 persons converted voluntarily,” said
Rohit, who is the zonal coordinator of the Bahujan Samaj
Party.

“We chose Sankalp Bhoomi (in Vadodara) to organise
the conversion as it was here that Babasaheb Ambedkar
had, on September 23 a century ago, spent five hours
before leaving the city and also his job as the Dewan of
the royal Gaekwad family to launch his fight against
untouchability,” Rohit said.

“Ashok Vijaya Dashmi is important for us as on this
day Ambedkar embraced Buddhism with lakhs of people
in Nagpur in 1956. Ambedkar chose Vijaya Dashmi as
it was on this day that Emperor Ashok had converted to
Buddhism,” he said.
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