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Oldest Buddhist stele discovered
9th century Purang stele, which is 1.85 meters tall,

is found in Tibet

Beijing : Chinese archaeologists believe that the
ninth century Purang stele which was discovered
in northern Tibet to be the oldest in the Himalayan
region.

Shargan Wangdue, of Tibet Cultural Relics
Protection Institute, said the stele was discovered
in Ngari prefecture in northern part of the Tibet
Autonomous Region.

The stele is 1.85 meters tall, inscribed with the
image of a standing Buddha, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported recently.

On its left side there are 24 lines of old Tibetan
language. On its right side are 19 lines of Buddhist
prayers. Shargan Wangdue said most scholars
agree that the stele was set up in 826 or 838,
during the priod of Tubo kingdom.

“This stele shows Buddhism was already being
practised during the Tubo period in western part of
Ngari,” Shargan Wangdue said.

Also, archaeologists in southwest China’s
Sichuan Province have restored a “dragon bed”
believed to be used by an ancient king 2,500 years
ago.

The bed, 2.55 meters long, 1.3 meters wide
and 1.8 meters tall, is the oldest and the
bestpreserved lacquered bed ever unearthed in
China, said Yang Tao, an assistant researcher with
Chengdu Cultural Relics and Archaeology Research
Institute.

The bed was unearthed in 2000 in a tomb
complex discovered in Chengdu, capital of Sichuan.

“Parts of the bed were scattered in a number of
boatshaped coffins at the time of the discovery,
and it took archaeologists and their staff 17 years
to restore the bed to its original form to the best of
their ability, using various techniques,” said Xiao
Lin, who heads the restoration department of the
institute.

“Based on its structure and patterns, the bed is
very likely to have been used by an ancient king of
Shu State, who ruled the region in the early Warring
States period 2,500 years ago,” Yan Jinsong, an
archaeologist who headed the excavation work of
the tomb complex said.

“The signs that makers left on the bed are highly
related to the language used in the Shu State,
offering new and valuable clues to archaeologists
keen to decode the mysterious ancient language,”
he said.

Courtesy : Millenium Post dt 10.01.2018

Excavations indicated Buddhist
monastery at Lakhisarai hills; Bihar

Chief minister Nitish Kumar was perhaps right when
he said on November 25 last year that the Jainagar Lal
Pahari in Lakhisarai district looked like a Buddhist
monastery.

The archaeological institutions carrying out the
excavations at the site have claimed to have found
evidence that the structure was, in fact, a monastery,
perhaps dating back to early medieval (600—-1550AD)
period. The place is located around 125km east of Patna.

The excavation work is being jointly carried out by
Bihar Virasat Vikas Samiti and Visva-Bharati,
Santiniketan.

Bihar Virasat Vikas Samiti's executive director Bijoy
kumar Chaudhary said cells of monks, boundary walls
and a terracotta sculpture of Buddha have been found
so far. “The excavation started from the eastern side
and it has been assessed that the structure was a
Buddhist monastery with monks’ cells all around it with
a countyard at the centre. The bricks excavated so far
have been found to be of early medieval period,”
Chaudhary said.

Archaeologists from Visva-Bharati involved in the
excavation works have also claimed the cells were used
by monks for meditation purposes and they are
interconnected with lime brick floors.

Anil Kumar, the head of the department of archaeology
at Visva-Biharati, who is guiding the excavations at Lal
Pahari, said the nine cells identified so far are plastered
with lime and pedestals at the entrance and passage
between them.

“We have found nine monk cells, a watchtower, a
sanctum chamber, a terracotta figurine of Buddha and
pot-ware among other artefacts so far. The excavations
so far suggest if was a Buddhist monastery site dating
back to early medieval to Gupta period (4th-5th century
AD),” Anil said.

He said the ornamented pillers similar to few found
at Nalanda ruins have also been found at Lal Pahari
site. Officials said the excavations at Lal Pahari would
be carried out for four months in the first phase as per
the licence issued by the ASI.

British archaeologist Alexander Cunningham, the first
director general of ASI, mentioned about the monastery
in one of his archaeological reports. “Cunningham, in
one of his reports in the 19th century, has mentioned
about an ancient Buddhist monastery in Jamnagar hills
in Lakhisarai,” Choudhary said.

Several copper coins of Alauddhin Khlji and two coins
bearing the name of Maratha ruler Bajirao Shinde were
also discovered at Jayanagar in December, 2016, when
locals were digging a mound. Later, Anil Kumar, an
associate professor of ancient Indian history and
archaeology at Viswa-Bharati identified the coins as
belonging to Khilji and Bajirao. Sources said humismatic
experts from National Archives, New Delhi also confirmed
the inscription of the names of Khilji and Bajirao on the
coins.
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Mayawati express desires to embrace
in Buddhism

BSP Cheif Mayawati recently attacked the BJP
claiming it should change its mindset towards the Dalits,
Tribals and backward classes or else she would be forced
to convert to Buddhism like Bhimrao Ambedkar.

“I throw an open challenge to the BJP to change its
casteist and communal mindset towards Dalits, Adivasis,
Backwards and also those who have changed their
religion or else | will also have to take a decision towards
changing my religion to Buddhism,” she said at a party
rally.

Recalling Ambedkar, she said that after witnessing
discrimination in the ‘Varna vyawastha’ (caste system) in
Hinduism, he had called on the Shankaracharyas and
seers to modify it. Since it was not done, Ambedkar, a
little before his death, converted to Buddhism in Nagpur
along with his followers, she said.

The BSP chief said that she too is giving an
opportunity to the Shankaracharyas, religious leaders and
people associated with the BJP to change their thinking
or else she too will convert to Buddhism at the right time
along with crores of supporters.
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Ven. Pragyananda Mahathero
Passes away at Lucknow

Lucknow : The last rites of Bhadant Pragyanand
began in Sravasti on Sunday, 17th Dec, 2017. the senior
most Venerable Monk of Lucknow’s Budha Vihar, and
Senior Trustee of Mahabodhi society of India, Pragyanand
was among seven monks who initiated Baba Saheb Bhim
Rao Ambedkar to Buddhism.

Having given 75 years of life to Buddhism. Ven.
Pragyanand is one of the most revered monks in India.

A native of Sri Lanka, Pragyanand came to Lucknow
at an age of 13 in the year of 1942.

He has worked extensively to propageate Buddhism
in India besides working for the cause of education
among deprived people.

Pragyanand’s guru Bodhanand is said to have inspired
Ambedkar to take up Buddhism. After the death of
Bodhanand, Ambedkar stayed in touch with Pragyanand.
The connection with Ambedakr made Pragyanand a dalit
icon too. We was the last leading buddhist monk among
those who attended Baba Saheb Dr. B. R. Ambekars
embracement in Buddhism at Nagpur on 1956.

Ven Pragyanand died on November 30 at the age of
89. Cardio-respiratory failure was identified as the causes
of death. Buddhist fert in vijaywads city from february 3,
2018.
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Science & Philosophy in Indian Buddhist Classics

To make classical Buddhist scientific and philosophical
thought, on the nature of reality, accessible to modern
readers, the XIV Dalai Lama—who considers the dialogue
of religion and science a crucial component of humanity’s
future—conceptualised a five-part book on the subject.
‘The Physical World' is the first volume, edited by Thupten
Jinpa and brought out by Wisdom publications. The
volume consolidates understanding of the physical world
as found in the Tibetan Buddhist tradition under such
headings as knowable objects, subtle particles, time, the
cosmos and its inhabitans, and fetal development. It is
a pioneering work, brilliantly adapted for promoting the
dialogue between religion and science.

According to the Dalai Lama, classical Buddhist
treatises refer to three domains : a scientific one which
would cover the empirical descriptions of the outer world
of matter and the inner world of the mind; a philosophical
one, which would cover the efforts to ascertain the nature
of ultimate reality; and a religious one, which would refer
to the practices of the Buddhist tradition. The present
volume, covers the scientific dimension; so, too, the
second. The third and fourth volumes will focus on the
philosophical dimension while the fifth will cover the
religious dimension. The material of the first two volumes
is taken from the Tengyur, which consists of Buddhist
treatises translated into Tibetan.

The interaction between science and religion in the
Christian West has often been characterised by a
measure of hostiility, because there, religion is based on
revealed dogmatic truth and science on reason and
experimentation. This, however, need not necessarily
apply in the case of science and Buddhism, as in this
case, one witnesses a broad methodological
convergence. The reason is that while the ultimate goal
of religious life in Christianity can only be achieved after
death, the fruit of religious life in Buddhism can be
experienced in this very life. Thus the conclusions of
Buddhism become as falsifiable and verifiable as those
of science. This endows the encounter between science
and Buddhism with unforeseen possibilities of maturity.
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The Enlightenment view of reason, treated the rational
as representing the antithesis of the irrational so that
this binary grid of the rational and the irrational has
become the dominant trope of modernity. Life, however,
may be said to consist not just of the rational and the
irrational, but also of the non-rational. This category would
cover such aspects of life as relate to our emotional
attachment to our near and dear ones, to the appreciation
of the world of art, music, and literature and humanity’s
urge for transcendence.

There is also a subtler issue involved. Science per
se is not interested in human well-being but rather in the
search for truth. Any benefit accrued, is a foreseeable
effect of science but not its intended one, whereas the
intended goal of Buddhism is to save humanity for
suffering. Hence science, in view of its neutrality in terms
of value, may be harnessed for either good or evil. By
contrast, the sole goal of Buddhism is the alleviation of
human suffering which means that even its “truths” are
meant to ensure human well-being and therefore are a
means to an end and not an end in themselves.

In science, in the strict sense, truth alone is the end.
Axiologically speaking, there is a fundamental gulf fixed
between science and Buddhism. Science can explain
the how of things but not their why, whereas the raison
d’etre of Buddhism is the why of suffering.
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0 The AP Tourism Authority hosted a festival titled
Global Shanti—Amaravati Buddhist Heritage Festival from
February 3 to 5. The festival, aimed to raise awareness
of the state’s culture, a press release said. “Revolving
around the universal message of peace, this festival will
bring out the essence of Buddhism through a unique
blend of chanting, meditation, exhibition, food, heritage
walks, performances and philosophical talks by scholars
and practitioners,” the release said.
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