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1500 convert to Buddhism in U.P

More than 1,500 people, mostly Dalits and or
from the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) converted
to Buddhism in a massive religious ceremony orga-
nized at Subharti University Meerat on Wednesday.

Founder of the university Atul Krishna and his
family were also among the converts. While Krishna
termed the whole activity as "the need of the hour
to develop a society based on the principle of
brotherhood", the senior priest who presided over the
event, Chandrakeerti said, "This development will
definitely lead to building up of pressure on the
government to seriously think why people in such
large numbers are moving towards Buddhism. They
should understand that unless we develop a casteless
society, India cannot become a superpower."

Most of the people comprised residents of nearby
villages and districts adjoining Meerut. Mamraj Singh,
a villager said, "We are fed up with the present
political structure that only aims at subjugating lower
caste groups. Have you forgotten the violence of
April 2?7 Our children were stuffed into jails. Con-
verting to Buddhism will at least remove the caste tag
from us."

Another local, Kirpal Singh said, "There is no
harm in exploring a religion which Bhimrao
Ambedkar adopted. The caste system has caused a
huge amount of damage to the lower castes. If any
religion can get us out of those shackles, it will do
good I believe."

Anam Sherwani, spokesperson of the university
said, "In all 5,000 people had turned up for the event
at the Bodh Upwan in the university and 1,500
adopted Buddhism. Most of them belonged to OBC
and SC categories."

Last year, the university had also started the
School of Buddhism Studies and its premises had
been frequented by Buddhist leaders of more than a
dozen countries.

Krishna said, "For national as well as religious
integration, adoption of Buddhism is vital and in
current circumstances, the need of the hour. Thou-
sands have come to participate in this session and
everyone has come of their free will. The School of
Buddhism Studies will open many centres all over
the country. Today is just the beginning."
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